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Public  Health  Department, 
Tynemouth, 

October,  1941. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 

of  the  County  Borough  of  Tynemouth. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Sixtieth  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  upon  the  health  and  sanitary  conditions 
of  this  Borough,  for  the  year  1940,  which,  at  the  direction  of  the 
Minister  of  Health,  has  been  curtailed,  and  is  therefore  in  the  nature 
of  an  interim  report. 

Whilst  the  work  of  the  Department  generally  has  been  considerably 
restricted  owing  to  war  conditions  and  the  depletion  of  staff  consequent 
thereon,  a  fair  standard  has  been  maintained,  and  it  is  gratifying  to 
note  that  the  general  health  of  the  Borough  has  been  in  no  way  impaired 
by  the  prevailing  conditions. 

In  conclusion,  I  should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee,  for  their  keen  interest  and 
support  during  a  very  trying  and  exacting  year,  and  also  the  members 
of  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  for  their  loyalty  and  helpful 
co-operation  during  1940. 


I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  DAWSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT,  1940. 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  AREA. 


STATISTICAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  80  acres  covered  by  inland  water)  4,604 
Population  (1931  Census)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64,922 

Population  (estimated  1940 — Registrar  General)  ...  ...  59,730  ^ 

Total  dwellings  occupied  and  vacant  (1931  Census)  ...  ...  13,635 

Number  of  private  families  therein  (1931  Census)  ...  ...  16,079 

Average  number  of  persons  per  family  (1931  Census)  ...  3.86 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...£409,155 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,611 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Number  of  marriages  during  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  719 

Total  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  1,060 

Legitimate  males  533  ;  Females  490  ;  Total  1,023 

Illegitimate  ,,  22  ;  ,,  15  ,,  37 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  17.74 

Stillbirths  (Registrar  General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Legitimate  males  20  ;  Females  15  ;  Total  35 

Illegitimate  ,,  1  ;  ,,  0 ;  ,,  1 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  33.96 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  840 

Males  433  ;  Females  407 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.06 

Percentage  of  deaths  in  Public  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  35.60 


Natural  increase  in  population  (excess  of  births  over  deaths)  220 
Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : 

No.  Rate  (per  1,000  total 
live  and  stillbirths). 

From  puerperal  sepsis  ...  ...  2  1.82 

From  other  maternal  causes  ...  4  3.65 

Total  ...  ...  6  5.47 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants,  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  67 

Legitimate  infants,  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  67 

Illegitimate  infants,  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  54 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  121 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  4 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age)  ...  ...  12 


Amount  expended  in  out-relief,  1940  ...  ...  £37,747  14s.  8d. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  as  recorded  at  the  time  of  the  1931 
Census  was  64,922. 

The  Registrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough, 
as  at  mid-year  1940,  as  59,730,  and  all  rates  given  in  this  report  are 
based  on  these  figures. 

The  density  of  the  population  of  the  Borough  is  calculated  on  the 
land  area  (4,604  acres)  and  for  1940  shows  12.9  persons  to  the  acre. 

The  average  number  of  persons  to  the  acre  at  the  Census  (1931) 
was  14.9. 

BIRTHS. 

The  nett  total  births  assignable  to  the  Borough  were  1,060,  which 
gives  an  annual  birth  rate  of  17.74  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  for  1940  was  14.6  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  total  births  were  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Live.  Legitimate  males  533  ;  Legitimate  females  490 

Illegitimate  ,,  22  ;  Illegitimate  ,,  15 

Total  555  Total  505 

Still.  Legitimate  males  20  ;  Legitimate  females  15 

Illegitimate  ,,  1  ;  Illegitimate  ,,  0 


Total  21  Total  15 


The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  total  births  for  1940 
was  3.5 

DEATHS. 

The  nett  deaths  were  840  which  is  equivalent  to  a  death  rate  of 
14.06  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales, 
and  the  Great  Towns  were  14.3  and  15.8  respectively. 


3 


The  number  of  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  Tynemouth  which 
occurred  in  Public  Institutions  during  the  year  was  : — 

Tynemouth  Poor  Law  Institution  187  ;  Tynemouth  Victoria 
Jubilee  Infirmary  35  ;  Moor  Park  Isolation  Hospital  26  ;  other  Institu¬ 
tions  outside  the  Borough  51  ;  making  a  total  of  299,  which  represents 
35.6  per  cent,  of  all  deaths  of  residents  during  the  year. 

The  Comparability  Factor  for  the  Area  for  1940  is  1.06. 


PRINCIPAL  CERTIFIABLE  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


No.  of 
Deaths. 

Proportion  of  Deaths  per 
1,000  Deaths  from 
all  causes. 

Disease  of  Circulatory  System — 

Disease  of  the  heart  ... 

178 

211.9 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions 

60 

71.4 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

21 

25.0 

Respiratory  Diseases — 

Pneumonia 

28 

33.3 

Influenzal  pneumonia 

7 

8.3 

Bronchitis 

82 

97.6 

Other  respiratory  diseases  ... 

14 

16.6 

Tuberculosis — 

Tuberculosis  (all  forms) 

67 

79.7 

Cancer  and  Malignant  Diseases — 

Cancer  and  malignant  diseases 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ... 

121 

840 

144.0 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  71  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  which  gives 
an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  67  per  1,000  live  births. 

The  infantile  mortality  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  for  the 
Great  Towns  were  55  and  61  respectively. 

NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY. 

The  neo-natal  mortality,  i.e.,  the  death  rate  of  infants  under 
one  month  of  age,  per  1,000  births  was  23.1. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

There  were  6  maternal  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  a  mortality 
rate  of  5.47  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 
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Comparative  Table  of  Maternal  Deaths  for  Past  10  Years. 


Year. 

Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Tyne 

mouth. 

England  and 
Wales  Maternal 
Mortality  per 
1,000  live  and 
stillbirths. 

No.  of 
Maternal 
Deaths 
(R.G.). 

Maternal 
Mortality 
per  1,000  live 
and  stillbirths. 

1931 

1,276 

19.71 

5 

3.91 

5.55 

1932 

1,238 

18.66 

5 

4.04 

5.37 

1933 

1,135 

17.25 

6 

5.28 

5.94 

1934 

1,172 

17.77 

5 

4.26 

5.85 

1935 

1,201 

17.38 

3 

2.49 

4.10 

1936 

1,209 

18.10 

4 

3.31 

3.81 

1937 

1,087 

16.25 

2 

1.84 

3.23 

1938 

1,104 

16.60 

5 

4.50 

3.08 

1939 

1,119 

16.70 

2 

1.74 

2.93 

1940 

1,060 

17.74 

6 

5.47 

2.16 

Average 

1,160 

17.67 

4.3 

3.71 

4.20* 

*  Mean  of  10  years. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

The  following  tables,  for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of 
the  North  Shields  Labour  Exchange,  to  Mr.  E.  E.  Sharp,  Secretary, 
Juvenile  Employment  Bureau,  and  to  Mr.  Geo.  Brown,  Public  Assistance 
Officer,  Tynemouth,  shows  to  some  extent  the  amount  of  unemployment 
in  the  area  during  the  past  five  years. 


Information  with  regard  to  Persons  in  Receipt  of  Relief. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Number  of  persons  receiving  out- 
relief 

2,472 

2,830 

2,201 

2,067 

1,689 

Average  weekly  number  of  persons 
receiving  in-door  relief 

382 

324 

228 

270 

225 

Total  number  of  persons  receiving 
in-door  relief  ... 

1,604 

1,618 

1,675 

1,495 

1,454 

The  amount  expended  in  out-door  relief  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Tynemouth  during  1940  was  ^37,747  14s.  8d. 
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Statement  showing  the  Number  of  Persons  Registered  as  Unemployed 
at  the  North  Shields  Employment  Exchange  on  the  last  Monday  in 
March,  each  year. 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

Total  live  register 

Temporary  stoppage  claims 

5,663 

4,628 

4,014 

4,088 

2,659 

included  in  Total 

190 

345 

136 

162 

134 

Average  Monthly  Figures  of  Unemployed  Juveniles  between  the 
ages  of  14-18  years,  during  the  period  commencing  August,  1935,  to 
July,  1940,  inclusive. 


1935-1936. 

1936-1937. 

1937-1938. 

1938-1939. 

1939-1940. 

512 

349 

277 

288 

251 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA. 

MEDICAL  PRACTITIONERS. 

There  are  21  doctors  resident  in  the  County  Borough  of  Tynemouth 
who  are  engaged  in  private  practice. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  INSURANCE. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Elias  Lamble,  Clerk  ta*^he  Tynemouth 
Insurance  Committee,  for  the  following  particulars  : — 

Average  number  of  insured  persons  in  the  County 

Borough  of  Tynemouth  during  the  year  ...  27,280 

Total  number  of  prescriptions  dispensed  from 

December  1st,  1939,  to  November  30th,  1940  100,869 

Average  cost  per  prescription  ...  ...  ...  9.8  pence 

Average  cost  per  insured  person  ...  ...  38.6  pence 

PUBLIC  MEDICAL  SERVICE. 

A  contributory  scheme  is  in  operation  in  the  Borough  for  the 
provision  of  medical  services  for  uninsured  persons  under  the  National 
Health  Insurance  Scheme.  The  total  number  of  subscribers  is  4,316 
persons  living  in  2,115  families. 
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LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

There  has  been  no  change  during  the  year  in  the  provisions  of 
laboratory  facilities  which  were  described  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1930.  The  following  table  shows  the  number,  nature  and  results  of 
examination  of  the  specimens  examined  in  the  Tynemouth  Laboratory 
from  1936. 


Year. 

Diph 

theria. 

Phi 

:hisis. 

Ty] 

Fe 

Dhoid 

;ver. 

Str 

CO 

epto- 

3CUS. 

Miscellan¬ 

eous. 

Totals. 

+ 

— 

+ 

— 

+ 

— ■ 

+ 

— 

1936 

88 

591 

42 

206 

1 

3 

54 

276 

86 

1,347 

1937 

168 

1,333 

38 

233 

9 

58 

21 

150 

193 

2,203 

1938 

445 

2,935 

78 

227 

2 

57 

13 

160 

179 

4,096 

1939 

221 

1,724 

129 

244 

2 

52 

19 

228 

171 

2,790 

1940 

220 

1,511 

38 

213 

- 

5 

14 

247 

265 

2,513 

The  bacteriological  examination  of  milk,  water  and  other  specimens 
is  carried  out  by  arrangement  at  King’s  College  Laboratory,  Newcastle. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year  : — 

(1)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  ...  ...  ...  120* 

(2)  Water  .  4 

(3)  Excreta  for  enteric  and  disen teric  organisms  ...  ...  14 

(4)  Blood  for  serological  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(6)  Other  examinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Total  . 158 

*  Includes  60  inoculation  investigations. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses  are  performed  for  the  Local 
Authority  by  the  Public  Analysts  for  the  Borough,  in  their  Laboratory 
in  Newcastle.  During  the  year  2  bacteriological  and  1  chemical  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  on  samples  submitted  by  the  Water  Engineer. 

In  Preston  Hospital  and  in  the  Tynemouth  Victoria  Jubilee 
Infirmary,  certain  examinations  and  analyses  of  clinical  material 
were  performed  by  the  staff  of  each  hospital,  such  examinations  including 
blood  counts,  blood  sugar  examinations,  urine  analyses,  slide  and 
smear  preparations,  etc. 


HOSPITALS  AND  INSTITUTIONS. 

FACILITIES  AVAILABLE  AT  HOSPITALS  IN  THE 
COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  TYNEMOUTH. 

Preston  Hospital. 

An  agreement  as  to  the  joint  usage  of  this  Hospital  with  the 
Northumberland  County  Council  has  been  extended  until  1950. 


7 


The  figures  given  below  show  the  number  of  patients  treated,  and 
the  nature  of  the  disease  dealt  with,  in  Preston  Hospital  during  the 
year  1940,  and  relate  to  all  patients  admitted  from  both  the  County 
Borough  of  Tynemouth  and  the  County  Council  of  Northumberland. 


General  Statistics. 


Number  of  beds  available  ... 

Number  of  patients  admitted  during  the  year  ... 

Number  of  patients  discharged  and  died... 

Number  of  deaths  during  the  year 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 

(Highest  398  on  2/12/40  ;  lowest  232  on  5/8/40). 

Number  of  patients  seen  at  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  ... 

Number  of  attendances  at  V.D.  out-patient  department 

Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general  anaesthetic 

Number  of  children,  including  children  suffering  from  tuberculosis 
admitted  from  1/1/40  to  31/12/40 

Number  of  maternity  patients  admitted  from  1/1/40  to  31/12/40 

Number  of  patients  seen  ante-natally 

Total  number  of  visits  by  ante-natal  patients  ... 

Number  of  X-ray  examinations  (Preston  Hospital) 


480 

1,813 

1,804 

443 

284 

553 

9,335 

53 

429 

234 

166 

603 

529 


Statistical  Table  relating  to  In-patients  from  Tynemouth  County 
Borough  and  Northumberland  County  Council  from  1st  January  to 
31st  December,  1940. 


1 

County 

Borough. 

County 

Council. 

1.  Total  number  of  admissions 

1,061 

752 

2.  Number  of  women  confined  in  hospital  ... 

156 

32 

3.  Number  of  live  births 

152 

28 

4.  Number  of  stillbirths 

7 

4 

5.  Number  of  deaths  among  newly  born  (i.e., 
under  four  weeks  of  age)  ... 

3 

4 

6.  Total  number  of  deaths  among  children 
under  one  year 

8 

4 

7.  Number  of  maternal  deaths... 

3 

— 

8.  Total  number  of  deaths 

194 

243 

9.  Number  of  patients  discharged 

1,035 

769 

10.  Number  of  beds  occupied  : — 

[a)  Average  during  period 

284 

(6)  Highest  398  on  2/12/40 
(c)  Lowest  232  on  5/8/40 

11.  Number  of  surgical  operations  under  general 
anaesthetic  (excluding  dental  operations)... 

41 

12 

12.  Number  of  abdominal  sections 

6 

2  1 
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Tynemouth  Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  performed  in  the  Hospital 
during  1940  : — 

Total  patients  treated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5,557 

(In-patients  1,317  ;  Out-patients  4,240). 

Operations  under  general  anaesthesia  ...  ...  ...  1,561 

Patients  treated  in  Massage  and  Electrical  Department 
(8,040  visits)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  303 

Examinations  in  X-Ray  Department  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,744 

Specimens  examined  in  Laboratory  ...  ...  ...  ...  590 

Prater  Maternity  Home. 

This  Maternity  Home  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Health 
Committee,  and  is  administered  in  co-operation  with  the  Tynemouth 
Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary,  one  Matron  acting  for  both  Institutions. 
General  practitioners  attend  their  own  patients  in  the  Home.  Part 
of  the  cost  of  the  services  under  the  local  scheme  is  recovered  from  the 
patients,  in  accordance  with  a  scale  of  charges  based  on  the  family 
income. 

152  Patients  were  admitted  during  the  year,  resulting  in  151  con¬ 
finements,  one  of  which  was  a  stillbirth.  The  total  births  were  154 
of  whom  80  were  males  and  74  females. 

As  a  matter  of  routine,  swabs  are  taken  from  patients  on  admission, 
and  of  260  total  examinations  made,  14  swabs  showed  streptococci. 

Average  duration  of  residence  per  patient  was  13.77  days.  Medical 
aid  was  summoned  in  55  cases,  47  for  the  mother  and  8  for  the  child. 
There  were  7  infantile  deaths  during  the  year. 

Balkweil  Smallpox  Hospital. 

This  Hospital  has  ceased  to  be  available  for  smallpox  cases  as 
from  September,  1939. 

Moor  Park  Hospital. 


Table  showing  Admissions,  Discharges  and  Deaths  during  1940. 


Disease. 

Patients  in 
Hospital  on 
1/1/40. 

Admitted. 

Discharged. 

Died. 

Remaining 
in  Hospital, 
31/12/40. 

Diphtheria 

8 

134 

106 

16 

20 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

13 

11 

_ 

2 

Tuberculosis 

11 

40 

24 

10 

17 

Enteric  fever 

— 

4 

4 

_ _ 

— 

Measles  ... 

— 

5 

5 

_ _ 

- - 

Other  cases* 

1 

20 

19 

— 

2 

Totals 

20 

216 

169 

26 

41 

*  other  suspicious  cases  include  5  diphtheria  and  3  observation  scarlet  fever. 
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Forty-three  of  the  cases  admitted  during  the  year  were  Service 
cases. 

The  total  number  of  days  spent  in  hospital  by  patients  during  the 
year  was  12,058  or  an  average  of  55.8  days  per  patient. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  UNMARRIED  MOTHERS  AND 
ILLEGITIMATE  INFANTS,  HOMELESS  CHILDREN,  AND  OTHER 
CHILDREN. 

Under  the  above  provisions,  the  following  work  was  accomplished 
during  the  year. 

Tynemouth  Rescue  and  Preventive  Association.  (Voluntary.)  (Subsidised 
by  Council.) 

Cases  investigated  53  ;  cases  placed  in  homes  12  ;  visits  paid  and 
received  453. 

Public  Assistance  Committee,  Tynemouth  County  Borough. 

Admitted  to  Homes  .’—Orphans  0  ;  deserted  children  0  ;  illegitimate 
children  8  ;  others  59.  Total — 67. 

Admitted  to  Institution  : — Unmarried  mothers  18  ;  illegitimate 
children  20.  Total — 38. 

THE  LESLIE  HOLIDAY  HOME,  SEATON  SLUICE. 

This  Home  is  closed  for  the  duration  of  hostilities. 

INSTITUTIONAL  PROVISION  FOR  THE  CARE  OF  MENTAL 
DEFECTIVES. 

The  following  table  shows  the  Institutions  used  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  number  of  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end 
of  1940. 


Prudhoe  Hall 
Colony. 

Northumb’land 
N.E.  Co.  Boro 
Joint  Board. 

Harton 

Poor  Law 
Institution. 
South  Shields 
Co.  Boro. 

*Howbeck 

House 

Poor  Law 
Institution. 
W.  Hartlepool 
Co.  Boro. 

Durran  Hill 
House, 
Carlisle. 
R.C.  Certified 
Institution. 

1  1 

Rampton 
State  Inst’n., 
Notts. 
Board  of 
Control  for 
violent  cases. 

Feeble-minded  M. 

39 

2 

3 

F. 

27 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Imbeciles 

M. 

8 

2 

1 

-- 

— 

F. 

5 

— 

1 

-  1 

Idiots 

M. 

— 

— 

— 

F. 

2 

*  Part  of  premises  a  certified  instutition. 


Mental  defectives  are  also  admitted  from  time  to  time  to  Preston 
Road  Institution,  North  Shields,  as  a  place  of  safety "  pending 
removal  to  an  approved  Institution. 
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In  addition  the  following  cases  are  under  Statutory  Supervision  : — 
Males  37  (including  3  on  leave  of  absence  on  licence  in  the  Borough), 
and  females  54  (including  2  on  leave  of  absence  on  licence  in  the  Borough). 

BLIND  PERSONS. 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  the  Register  at  the  31st 
December,  1940,  was  140.  Under  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  and  for  the  treatment  of 
eye  disease  or  injury,  10  cases  were  dealt  with. 

REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES. 

One  nursing  home  is  registered  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  1936. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Margaret  B.  Steel,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer. 

During  the  past  year,  attendances  at  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  have  shown  a  slight  decrease,  owing  no  doubt  to  mothers 
evacuating  with  their  children  to  safer  areas.  Those  who  remained, 
however,  have  maintained  a  regularity  of  attendance  which  has  been 
very  satisfactory. 

MUNICIPAL  MIDWIFERY  SERVICE. 

This  scheme,  instituted  in  compliance  with  the  Midwives  Act, 
1936,  has  continued  to  give  regular  and  efficient  service,  and  during 
the  year  a  total  of  531  births  were  attended,  482  as  midwife  and  49 
in  the  capacity  of  maternity  nurse. 

Daily  Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  held  at  the  Public  Health  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  Municipal  Midwives  attending  on  set  days  for  the  convenience 
of  their  own  patients,  any  abnormality  found  to  be  present  in  the 
condition  of  a  patient  being  reported  immediately  to  the  patient's  own 
doctor.  The  number  of  new  cases  attending  at  the  Municipal  Clinics 
was  609,  whilst  private  practitioners  were  notified  of  42  cases  showing 
abnormality. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics  were  also  held  at  the  Tynemouth  Victoria 
Jubilee  Infirmary,  and  at  Preston  Hospital,  for  the  convenience  of 
patients  booking  at  these  Institutions,  and  the  following  table  shows 
the  total  ante-natal  clinical  attendances  for  the  year. 


Centre. 

Total 

New  Cases. 

Total 

Attendances. 

Average 

Attendances. 

Municipal  Clinic 

609 

2,739 

4.49 

T.V.J.  Infirmary 

88 

324 

3.68 

Preston  Hospital 

90 

603 

6.70 

Totals  ... 

787 

3,666 

4.66 
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In  addition  to  the  8  midwives  engaged  in  the  Municipal  Midwifery 
Service,  a  further  13  notified  their  intention  to  practice  in  the  Area, 
attending  in  all  934  cases,  of  which  267  were  attended  as  maternity 
nurse. 

A  summary  of  attendances  is  given  below  : — 


Municipal  midwives  attended 

as  midwife... 

482 

531 

>5 

53 

maternity  nurse 

49  , 

Institutional  midwives 

33 

midwife... 

45  1 

133 

(T.V.J.I.  and  Prater  Home) 

33 

maternity  nurse 

88 

Private  midwives 

3  3 

midwife ... 

140  1 

■270 

))  >5 

33 

maternity  nurse 

130  J 

In  the  Municipal  Service  8  cases  were  attended  by  Nurse  W.  V. 
Peters,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  appointed  in  November  to  succeed  Nurse  M.  B. 
Kane,  Junr.,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  who  is  now  on  active  service  with  the 
British  Red  Cross. 

MEDICAL  AID. 

In  compliance  with  the  regulations  of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board, 
medical  aid  was  summoned  in  355  cases,  310  for  the  mother  and  45  for 
the  child. 

NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS. 

1,124  Births  were  registered  during  the  year,  consisting  of  1,091 
live  and  33  stillbirths,  and  were  notified  as  follows  : — 

Notified  by  doctors  ...  ...  ...  19 

Notified  by  midwives  ...  ...  ...  746 

Notified  by  others  ...  ...  ...  359 

5  Births  were  not  notified,  but  these  were  intimated  immediately 
upon  the  requirements  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Acts  being  brought 
to  the  notice  of  the  persons  concerned. 

STILLBIRTHS. 

The  number  of  stillbirths  registered  for  this  Borough  as  given  by 
the  Registrar-General  was  36.  Included  in  this  number  is  one  illegiti¬ 
mate  stillbirth. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

7  Cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  6  of  which  were  admitted  to 
Hospital.  One  case  included  in  the  above  figures  and  treated  at  Preston 
Hospital  was  a  non-resident. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified  : — 

2  were  attended  at  birth  by  midwives. 

5  ,,  ,,  ,,  doctors. 

All  cases  attended  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 
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POST  NATAL  CLINICS. 

Attendances  at  the  Post  Natal  Clinics,  which  are  held  daily  at 
the  Public  Health  Department,  have  tended  to  decrease  during  the 
past  year,  but  a  fair  average  of  enquiries  have  been  dealt  with  at  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinics,  when  the  mother  attends  with  her  child.  These 
Clinics  being  held  thrice  weekly,  in  the  afternoons,  are  probably  more 
convenient  for  the  mothers  to  attend. 

MILK  (MOTHERS  AND  CHILDREN)  ORDER. 

The  Milk  Depot,  administered  by  the  Local  Authority  and  assisted 
by  voluntary  workers,  has  continued  to  provide  for  necessitous  pregnant 
and  nursing  mothers,  and  to  children  under  1  year  of  age,  distributing 
39,848  lbs.  of  dried  milk  during  the  past  year. 

No.  of  persons  receiving  dried  milk  free  ...  ...  ...  90 

No.  of  persons  receiving  dried  milk  at  less  than  cost  price  306 

No.  of  lbs.  distributed  free  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,009 

No.  of  lbs.  distributed  at  less  than  cost  price  ...  ...  4,703 

No.  of  lbs.  distributed  at  cost  price  ...  ...  ...  34,136 

The  total  amount  expended  by  the  Local  Authority  on  the  purchase 
of  dried  milk  during  the  year  was  £3,417  18s.  8d,,  whilst  no  less  than 
the  sum  of  £2,772  18s.  3d.  of  this  amount  was  recovered  by  way  of 
the  scale  charges  made  to  patients. 

CHILD  WELFARE. 

Three  Clinics  are  held  weekly  for  the  weighing  of  children,  whilst 
consultations  concerning  the  health  and  feeding,  together  with  general 
advice,  are  given  to  mothers. 

Treatment  for  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  and  defective 
vision  is  given  by  the  Schools  Medical  Officer,  and  also  at  the  Tyne¬ 
mouth  Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary,  at  which  Institution  cases  of  Dental 
Caries  are  also  treated.  Minor  operative  or  any  surgical  treatment  is 
also  available  at  the  Out-patient  Department  of  this  Infirmary. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  LIGHT  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  twice  each  week  at  the  Public  Health  Department. 
Conditions  treated  during  the  past  year  were  :  rickets  18  ;  debility  and 
anaemia  6  ;  malnutrition  8  ;  and  other  causes  19  ;  a  total  of  51  cases 
making  493  attendances. 

A  decided  improvement  in  the  general  health  of  the  majority  of 
the  children  treated  during  the  year,  has  been  observed. 

HEALTH  VISITING  AND  INFANT  HYGIENE. 

15,625  Visits  were  made  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year, 
a  summary  of  these  visits  being  given  below  : — 

Infants  under  1  year  :  First  visits  957  ;  Re-visits  4,096...  5,053 

Infants  between  1  and  5  years  ...  ...  ...  ...  10,472 

Ante-natal  cases  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  100 


15,625 
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During  the  year  463  visits  were  made  by  the  nurses  engaged  in  the 
County  Nursing  Association  Scheme  for  Home  Nursing. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  on  the  register 
and  the  number  of  re-visits  made  during  the  year  in  each  age  group. 
(Nett  births  in  the  area  during  1940  numbered  1,060)  : — 


No.  receiving 

No.  of 

Number  on 

Number  of 

Medical 

attendances 

Age  Periods. 

Register, 

Re-visits 

Inspection  at 

for  Medical 

December, 

made  during 

M.  &  C.W. 

Inspection 

1940. 

1940. 

Centre. 

during  1940. 

0-1  year 

607 

4,096 

989 

4,843 

1-2  „ 

2,808  1 

2- 3  „ 

3- 4  „ 

• 

724 

2,672 

2,437 

. 

342 

1,726 

4—5  ,, 

2,555 

^  J 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION. 

The  Infant  Life  Protection  Visitor  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the 
P.A.C.  and  works  in  close  co-operation  with  the  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  of  the  Local  Authority. 

During  the  year  21  visits  were  made,  and  the  following  notices 
were  received  : — 

Reception  of  Nurse  Child  ...  ...  ...  2 

Removed  to  care  of  mother  ...  ...  1 

Legally  adopted  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

NURSERY  SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  schools  of  this  type  in  the  Borough,  having  places 
for  80  children  each.  Dr.  Margaret  B.  Steel,  the  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Officer  acting  as  Hon.  Medical  Adviser  to  both  schools. 

Unfortunately  owing  to  the  present  state  of  hostilities,  these  schools 
have  been  closed  and  the  children  evacuated. 

SECTION  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

The  Capital  Cost  of  the  Water  Undertaking  of  the  County  Borough 
of  Tynemouth  to  date  amounts  to  £1,031,416. 

Chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  of  water  samples  are  per¬ 
formed  for  the  Local  Authority  by  the  Public  Analysts  for  the  Borough 
at  their  laboratory  in  Newcastle. 

During  the  year  a  number  of  samples  of  water  were  taken  from 
domestic  and  other  supplies  in  the  Borough,  and  were  submitted  for 
chemical  and  bacteriological  analyses,  and  in  all  instances  the  results 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Number  of  bacteriological  examinations  made  on  samples 

submitted  by  the  Water  Engineer  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  chemical  examinations  made  on  samples 

submitted  by  the  Water  Engineer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  bacteriological  examinations  made  on  samples 

submitted  by  the  Health  Department  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  chemical  examinations  made  on  samples 

submitted  by  the  Health  Department  ...  ...  Nil. 

The  bacteriological  and  chemical  analyses  of  other  specimens  will 
be  found  under  the  heading  of  Laboratory  Facilities  on  page  6. 

SWIMMING  POOLS. 

There  are  two  Open-air  Salt  Water  Swimming  Pools  situated 
within  the  Borough.  Periodically  samples  of  water  have  been  taken 
and  have  always  attained  a  satisfactory  standard. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Borough  Surveyor  reports  that  there  have  been  no  sewers 
laid  during  the  past  year,  nor  has  there  been  any  conversions  to  the 
water  carriage  system,  at  the  expense  of  the  Local  Authority. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

Cleansing  and  Transport  Department. 

Roy  Marson,  M.Inst.,  P.C.,  Director  of  Public  Cleansing. 

Almost  the  whole  of  the  refuse  storage  in  the  Borough  is  by  means 
of  galvanised  ashbins.  There  remains  only  a  few  privy  pails  in  certain 
isolated  premises  in  the  town  area,  and  only  a  small  number  of  dry 
and  privy  ashpits  in  outlying  places,  where  it  has  not  been  found 
practicable  to  convert  to  the  water  carriage  system. 

The  number  of  householders'  privy  pail  closets  in  the  Borough  is 
23,  together  with  22  dry  pits  and  59  privy  pits. 

During  the  financial  year  740  standard  ashbins  were  provided  to 
eliminate  defective  ashbins  and  unsuitable  receptacles. 

Dry  house  refuse  is  collected  throughout  the  Borough  (during  the 
day)  weekly,  with  the  exception  of  the  before-mentioned  isolated 
cases. 

The  collection  vehicles  are  of  the  S.D.  freighter,  low-loading  type, 
including  one  10  cubic  yard  moving  floor  van  type.  These  are  supple¬ 
mented  by  horse-drawn  two-wheeled  vehicles.  All  the  vehicles  are 
on  pneumatic  tyres. 

The  contents  of  privy  pails  and  ashpits  are  collected  by  one  horse 
and  cart,  during  the  night,  and  disposed  of  to  farmers. 
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A  separate  salvage  collection  of  paper  is  made  from  shops,  and  a 
collection  from  schools  of  materials  collected  by  pupils.  Salvage  of 
paper,  bones,  metals,  jars,  bottles  and  rags,  resulted  in  950  tons  being 
returned  to  industrv. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  quantity  of  trade  refuse  which  is  incinerated. 

The  total  mileage  of  streets  to  be  cleansed  is  86  ;  16  miles  of  which 
are  cleansed  once  daily,  or  more  frequently  ;  6  miles  twice  weekly  ; 
and  64  miles  once  weekly. 

Street  cleansing  is  carried  out  by  the  ‘‘  Orderly  System."  All 
sweepings  are  collected  by  motor  vehicles  direct  from  the  beats  and 
are  finally  disposed  of  within  a  short  period  from  the  time  of  the  sweeping. 

Litter  bins  are  affixed  to  street  lighting  standards  in  an  endeavour 
to  encourage  pedestrians  to  refrain  from  depositing  litter. 

Exceptional  weather  conditions  obtained  in  February,  1941,  when 
heavy  snow  and  severe  frost  was  experienced.  Almost  continuous 
clearance  and  collection  was  carried  out,  but  in  common  with  other 
authorities,  the  depth  of  snow  caused  blockages.  Single-way  traffic 
was  obtained,  assisted  by  bays  to  permit  passing,  the  roads  being  later 
opened  to  permit  double-way  traffic.  The  difficulties  were  aggravated 
by  the  need  for  gritting  and  the  black-out  conditions. 

Gullies  are  mechanically  vacuum-cleaned  regularly  and  resealed 
with  fresh  water. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

C.  A.  Murray,  Cert.  S.I.B.,  Cert.  Meat  Inspection, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Tynemouth, 

October,  1941. 


To  The  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  a  report  on  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
for  the  year  1940,  and  I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Health 
Committee  and  all  colleagues  for  their  helpful  co-operation  and  keen 
interest  in  all  work  undertaken  during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  A.  Murray, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  7,170 

Total  number  of  re-inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  4,795 
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Dwellinghouses. 


Ordinary 

•  •  • 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

12 

Re¬ 

inspections 

5 

Infectious  diseases 

•  •  • 

279 

28 

Housing  Act,  1936  (Sec.  9,  10  and  16) 

•  •  • 

148 

520 

,,  (Special  surveys)... 

«  *  • 

— 

27 

,,  (Overcrowding)  ... 

»  •  • 

978 

1,807 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

Water  closets  ... 

• «  • 

178 

63 

Privies  and  tub  closets 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Urinals 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Refuse  Storage. 

Accumulation  ... 

•  • « 

54 

59 

Ashbins  ...  ...  ...  ... 

•  •  • 

8 

11 

Ash-places 

•  •  • 

— - 

— 

Drains. 

Inspections 

•  •  * 

317 

116 

Smoke  tests 

•  •  • 

21 

23 

Chemical  tests 

•  •  • 

53 

22 

Water  tests 

•  •  • 

53 

3 

Sewers  ... 

•  •  • 

44 

32 

Cesspools 

•  •  • 

2 

— 

Factories  and  Workplaces. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  ... 

•  •  • 

103 

9 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  (ex¬ 
cluding  bakehouses,  but  including  stables, 
restaurant  kitchens,  etc.)  ... 

46 

2 

Bakehouses  with  mechanical  power 

•  •  « 

34 

6 

Bakehouses  without  mechanical  power 

•  *  • 

10 

— 

Outworkers 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous. 

A.R.P.  Services  and  war  damage  ... 

•  •  • 

1,694 

85 

Billets — H.M.  Forces... 

•  •  • 

80 

1 

Butchers’  shops 

•  •  * 

187 

8 

Dairies,  milk  shops,  stores  and  cowsheds  ... 

453 

28 

Dangerous  structures 

«  •  • 

23 

9 

Entertainment  houses 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Fish  merchants’  shops  and  stores  ... 

•  •  • 

57 

— 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 

•  •  • 

1 

— 

Ice  cream  premises  ... 

•  •  • 

79 

9 

Lodging  houses  . 

«  •  • 

29 

9 

Meetings  with  owners  or  tradesmen 

•  •  • 

667 

19 

Miscellaneous  visits  ... 

•  •  • 

483 

8 

Offensive  trades,  including  fish  frying 

•  •  • 

57 

7 

Piggeries  ...  ...  . 

•  •  » 

62 

28 

Slaughterhouses  (private) 

*  4  « 

102 

11 

17 


Special  Notices  of  Slaughter 

13 

1 

Smoke  observation 

21 

— 

Shops  Act  inspections 

16 

10 

Special  visits  ... 

555 

9 

Sanitary  inspections  ... 

334 

59 

Van  dwellings  ... 

1 

— 

Visits  under  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act 

286 

274 

Cooked  food  preparers 

13 

— 

Street  gullies  ... 

23 

— 

Yards  and  courts 

42 

14 

Streets  and  back  roads 

18 

5 

Verminous  premises  ... 

91 

22 

Animals,  poultry,  etc. 

21 

1 

Nuisances 

— 

1,424 

Meat  and  foods,  inspections 

393 

11 

Fish  quay 

38 

— 

Fish  curers 

7 

— 

Cold  stores 

Premises  where  work  has  been  carried  out  by 

1 

— 

verbal  notice 

105 

— 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  7,170 

Complaints. 

4,795 

No. 

Matters  referred  to  other  Departments  ... 

t  •  • 

...  127 

Complaints  received  ... 

...  621 

Complaints  confirmed 

•  •  • 

...  525 

Nuisances  found 

•  •  • 

...  523 

Nuisances  and  Defects  Remedied  during  1940. 

Public  Health 

Housing  Tynemoutt 
Acts.  Corporat’n 
Act. 

Acts. 

Informal.  Statutory.  Statutory.  Statutory 
No.  of  defects  remedied  under 

1939  notices  .  35  62  375  — 

Informal  notice  defects  transferred 

to  statutory  notices  ...  135  —  —  — 

No.  of  defects  remedied  under 

1940  notices  ...  ...  230  69  201  89 

No.  of  defects  outstanding  at  end 

of  1940  .  152  66  368  4 

THE  FACTORY  ACT,  1937.— Inspections. 


Type  of  Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

II2 

1 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

29 

— 

— 

Other  premises  under  the  Act  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)... 

14 

— 

— 

Totals 

166 

1 

— 
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The  following  defects  were  dealt  with  on  receipt  of  notices  from 
H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  and  remedied  in  the  course  of  inspections  : — 


Number  of  Def 

ects. 

No.  of 
defects  in 
respect  of 
which  Prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.  1) 

Overcrowding  (S.  2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.  3) 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.  4) 

— ■ 

— 

— • 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.  6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences  (S.  7)  : — 
Insufficient 

Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Not  separate  from  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

5 

— 

— 

There  is  a  total  of  211  factories  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  109  with  mechanical  and  102  without  mechanical  power. 

Outworkers. 

One  notice  under  Section  110  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  was 
received,  and  on  inspection  the  premises  were  found  to  be  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 

MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN  CASE  OF  FIRE. 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  34  (1)  factories  of  certain  categories 
are  now  required  to  be  certified  by  the  Council  as  having  adequate 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  Two  certificates  were  issued  during 
the  year. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  were  41  premises  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
all  of  which  were  inspected  regularly.  It  was  not  necessary  to  serve 
any  notices  for  limewashing  of  any  of  these  premises. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934  (Section  10). 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  26  visits  were  made  to 
inspect  sanitary  conveniences  and  other  arrangements  for  the  welfare 
of  the  assistants.  Five  notices  were  served  in  all,  one  for  lack  of 
accommodation,  and  three  for  insufficient  means  of  heating  and 
ventilation,  all  of  which  were  remedied  during  the  year. 
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MERCHANDISE  MARKS  ACT,  1926. 

Several  inspections  were  made  under  this  Act,  attention  being 
drawn  to  the  labelling  of  commodities  giving  an  indication  of  their 
origin,  and  except  in  comparatively  few  instances  this  regulation  was 
found  to  have  been  complied  with. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

During  the  year,  360  visits  were  made  by  the  Inspectors  to  premises 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  rat  infestation,  and  in  consequence 
16  notices  were  served  with  successful  results.  As  an  experiment  a 
part-time  rat  catcher  was  engaged  for  90  days  over  a  period  of  eight 
months,  his  services  being  free  to  householders,  and  at  nominal  fees  to 
business  and  other  premises,  as  a  result  of  which  he  inspected  386 
premises,  laid  6,235  baits,  destroying  198  rats  and  25  mice.  A  large 
number  of  baits  were  taken  without  giving  definite  evidence  of  successful 
deinfestation,  although  no  further  reports  were  received  denoting 
subsequent  reinfestation  of  these  premises.  The  remedy  of  drainage 
and  housing  defects,  together  with  the  use  of  baits  and  traps,  has  had 
a  marked  effect  in  decreasing  the  number  of  complaints  over  previous 
years.  29  Private  applications  were  made  at  the  Health  Department 
for  rat  traps,  which  are  on  loan  at  a  nominal  charge. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (SMOKE  ABATEMENT)  ACT,  1926. 

No  action  was  taken  during  the  year,  as  the  enforcement  of  this 
Act  is  temporarily  suspended. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

(1)  (a)  Number  of  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  Number  of  other  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Total  number  of  houses  infested  ...  ...  ...  50 

(d)  Number  of  houses  de-inf ested  ...  ...  ...  50 

(2)  The  methods  employed  for  freeing  infested  houses  from  bed 
bugs  : — Spraying  with  insecticide  (Zaldecide)  after  preparation  of 
room,  e.g.,  stripping  of  wallpaper  and  removing  skirting  boards,  etc.  ; 
infested  bedding  deinfested  in  steam  disinfector. 

(3)  The  methods  employed  for  ensuring  that  the  belongings  of 
tenants  are  free  from  vermin  before  removal  to  Council  houses  : — 
Six  hours  concentrated  fumigation  with  sulphur  dioxide  (2.8%  S.0.2  )  gas, 
being  kept  circulating  by  means  of  electric  fans. 

(4)  Whether  the  work  of  deinfestation  is  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  by  a  contractor,  all  deinfestation  is  carried  out  by  experi¬ 
enced  men  employed  directly  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Deinfestation  of  privately-owned  and  occupied  property  is  not 
carried  out  by  the  Department.  The  services  of  a  Sanitary  Inspector 
are  given  in  an  advisory  capacity,  spray  being  loaned  free  of  charge, 
and  insecticide  sold  at  cost  price. 
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SEAMEN’S  AND  COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  were  three  seamen’s  lodging  houses  on  the  Register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  containing  a  total  number  of  64  beds.  38  Visits  of 
inspection  were  made,  and  all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  The 
Chief  Constable  also  made  inspections  during  the  year,  and  reported 
his  satisfaction.  Two  applications  for  a  licence  for  a  seamen’s  lodging 
house  were  refused.  The  sole  common  lodging  house  in  the  Borough 
closed  down  voluntarily  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

During  the  year  44  slaughtermen  were  licensed,  and  no  infringe¬ 
ment  of  the  regulations  occurred.  The  stunning  of  sheep  is  not  carried 
out  in  this  Borough. 

RAG  FLOCK  ACTS,  1911  and  1928. 

There  were  no  samples  obtained  during  the  year. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  on  premises  at  which  offensive 
trades  are  carried  on,  and  the  Regulations  have  been  strictly  enforced. 
A  list  of  offensive  trades  registered  in  this  Borough  is  given  below  : — 


Tallow  melting  ... 

Fish  liver  boiling 
Fish  meal  manufacture 
Tripe  boiling 

Fish  manure  manufacture 

Gut  scraping 

Fish  and  potato  frying 


1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

1 

32 


Total 


42 


During  the  year  two  fried  fish  shops  closed  down,  and  one  licence 
was  transferred  to  a  new  occupier. 

INSPECTION  AND  TESTING  OF  DRAINS. 

The  total  number  of  tests  made  during  the  year  was  175,  of  which 
44  were  smoke  tests,  75  chemical  tests,  and  56  water  tests.  All  questions 
relating  to  the  remodelling  of  old  systems  or  the  installation  of  new 
systems  are  discussed  with  owners  and  builders  to  their  mutual 
advantage.  The  drains  and  sanitary  conveniences  of  new  buildings 
are  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Staff. 

PUBLIC  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

All  public  sanitary  conveniences  are  under  the  control  of  tho 
Director  of  Public  Cleansing,  being  regularly  inspected  and  have 
always  been  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition. 
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THEATRES,  MUSIC  HALLS,  AND  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  Inspector  of  Public  Buildings  has  regularly  visited  all  places 
of  amusement,  and  no  complaint  of  defects  or  irregularities  have  been 
made  in  connection  with  the  ventilation,  sanitation  or  cleanliness  of 
any  of  these  buildings. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  23  schools,  including  2  nursery  schools,  in  the  Borough 
under  the  control  of  the  Tynemouth  Education  Committee,  the  struc¬ 
tures  of  which  are  under  the  supervision  of  Mr.  J.  H.  Forsyth,  Clerk 
of  Works.  No  complaints  were  received  during  the  year. 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING. 

There  were  no  new  dwellings  erected  under  the  Corporation 
Housing  Scheme  during  the  year. 


NEW  HOUSES  ERECTED  DURING  1940. 

[A)  Total  Number  of  houses  erected 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority... 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


11 

Nil. 

Nil. 

11 


Ward. 

>Tumber 

of  Roor 

QS. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7  &  over 

Total. 

Collingwood 

8 

8 

Preston 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Tynemouth 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Totals 

— 

— 

8 

— 

3 

— 

— 

11 

(B)  Houses  erected  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts 
(included  in  A  above)  : — 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  : 

{a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II  of  the  Act  of  1925  Nil. 
(h)  Do.  Part  III  do.  Nil. 

(c)  For  other  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(d)  Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

The  above  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

I. — Inspection  of  Dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  [a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 
housing  defects  under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
^^.cts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


422 
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(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  included  under  sub-head 

1  above,  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 
under  the  Housing  Consolidation  Regulations, 
1925-32  . 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to 
be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


3,256 


48 

668 


48 


II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  249 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a)  By  owners  .  28 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  Nil. 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  175 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  .  121 

{b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  20 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders .  Nil. 
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[D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1936.— PART  IV.— OVERCROWDING. 

Whilst  there  have  been  no  houses  specifically  built  for  the  allevia-  X 
tion  of  overcrowding  conditions,  permission  was  obtained  from  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  utilise  the  balance  of  the  214  Housing  Scheme  ? 
(Slum  Clearance)  at  the  Council’s  Ridges  Estate,  representing  86  houses 
to  be  set  aside  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding.  The  Borough 
Treasurer,  in  addition,  has  continued  to  utilise  certain  vacancies 
occurring  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Estates  for  this  purpose  during 
the  year,  39  of  such  vacancies,  together  with  exchanges  and  removals 
from  Slum  Clearance  Areas,  resulting  in  a  total  of  152  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  being  relieved. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  other  duties  it  has  not  been  possible  to  re-visit 
all  cases,  but  from  a  preliminary  check  of  the  records  it  would  appear 
that  there  are  still  547  families  living  in  overcrowded  conditions 
remaining  on  the  register  after  the  foregoing  vacancies  were  filled. 

This  represents  a  reduction  of  238  families  from  the  number  of  775 
given  in  my  report  for  1939,  and  a  percentage  of  3.3%  as  against  4.76%. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLIES. 

There  are  13  cowkeepers  with  31  cowsheds,  housing  281  cows  on 
the  Register  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

During  the  year.  Veterinary  Inspectors  of  the  Ministry  of  Agricul¬ 
ture  and  Fisheries  examined  the  herds  of  Accredited  Producers  on 
six  occasions,  and  the  herds  of  Producers  of  Ordinary  Milk  on  nine 
occasions.  In  addition  eleven  special  visits  and  inspections  were  made. 

As  a  result  of  these  visits  four  animals  were  dealt  with  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1938. 

481  Visits  were  made  to  cowsheds,  dairies,  milk  shops,  etc.,  and 
all  infringements  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders,  were  dealt 
with  satisfactorily. 

Consignments  of  milk  coming  into  the  Borough  by  road  or  rail 
received  attention  ;  also  the  condition  of  the  empty  churns  returned. 

Owing  to  pressure  of  work,  it  is  not  possible  to  take  a  census  of 
the  milk  consumption,  as  in  previous  years. 
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Milk  Retailers. 

Applications  for  registration  received  ...  ...  ...  17 

Applications  for  registration  granted  ...  ...  ...  17 

Number  of  milk  dealers  on  the  register  ...  ...  165 

Dairy  premises  registered  during  the  year  ...  ...  1 

Producers  and  cowkeepers,  wholesale  dealers,  registered 

during  1940  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Applications  withdrawn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Retailers  relinquishing  registration  ...  ...  ...  44 


MILK  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS)  ORDER. 

The  following  table  gives  the  various  grades  for  which  licences 


were  granted  : — 

Dealers’  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  6 

Supplementary  licences  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk...  9 

Producers’  licences  for  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  licences  for  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  licences  to  sell  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  — 

Dealers’  licences  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  16 

Dealers’  licences  to  bottle  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

Dealers’  licences  to  bottle  Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  3 


MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  FOR  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION. 

There  were  60  samples  of  milk  taken  for  examination  for  Tubercle 
Bacilli,  and  submitted  to  the  Bacteriological  Department  of  the  Durham 
College  of  Medicine,  22  of  such  samples  being  Designated  Milks  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order,  1936,  and  the  remaining  38 
Undesignated  Milks.  Of  the  total  samples  taken  49  were  from  sources 
within  the  Borough  and  11  from  outside  areas. 

Eight  of  the  samples  examined  disclosed  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli,  and  the  appropriate  action  was  taken  under  the  Tuberculosis 
Order,  1925/38. 

TYNEMOUTH  CORPORATION  ACTS,  1916-1934. 

Regulations  made  under  the  Acts  are  in  force,  and  no  persons  are 
permitted  to  use  premises  for  the  preparation  of  food  unless  they  are 
registered  by  the  Local  Authority,  who  have  power  to  refuse  registra¬ 
tion  if,  in  their  opinion,  the  premises  are  unsatisfactory. 

There  are  78  persons  in  the  Borough  registered  as  occupiers  of 
premises  in  which  ice  cream  is  sold  or  manufactured,  and  84  persons 
are  registered  as  owners  or  occupiers  of  premises  in  which  preserved 
meat,  fish  cakes,  or  other  foods  are  prepared.  These  figures  do  not 
include  premises  used  for  the  business  of  fish  and  potato  frying. 

Number  of  inspections  made  of  premises  used  for  : — 

Sale  and  manufacture  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  88 

Sale  and  manufacture  of  other  foods  ...  ...  ...  13 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS. 

MILK  AND  CREAM  REGULATIONS,  1912-1927. 

(1)  Milk  and  cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. — The  following 

samples  were  examined  for  the  presence  of  a  preservative  : — 
Milk  139  ;  cream  2  ;  and  tinned  cream  1.  No  preservatives 
were  reported  to  be  present  in  any  of  the  foregoing  samples. 

(2)  Thickening  Substances. — No  evidence  was  found  of  any 

addition  of  thickening  substances  to  cream  during  the  year. 

ARTIFICIAL  CREAM  ACT,  1929. 

There  were  no  samples  taken  under  this  Act  during  1940. 

SALE  OF  FOODS  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Samples  Taken  for  Chemical  Analyses. 


Table  I. 


Articles  Analysed, 

Total. 

No. 

Sam 

takei 

Anal 

of 

pies 

1  for 
ysis. 

No.  f 
to 

Adulte 

ound 

be 

rated. 

Perce 
of  Sa 
Adult( 

ntage 

mples 

crated. 

In¬ 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

In. 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

In¬ 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

New  milk 

113 

46 

67 

1 

11 

/o 

2.2 

% 

16.4 

Pasteurised  milk 

9 

6 

4 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

Sterilised  milk  ... 

16 

11 

5 

1 

- - 

9.9 

_ 

Artificial  vinegar 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

50.0 

— 

Butter  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boracic  ontment 

3 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

_ 

- - - 

Baking  poiwder  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Boracic  powder... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Braised  beef  and  vegetable 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cheshire  cheese... 

1 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

,  ■  — 

Cheese  ... 

4 

4 

_ 

— 

_ 

.  — 

Camphorated  oil 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream  of  tartar 

1 

1 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

, 

Cream  of  anchovy  paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cream 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

Cream  (fresh)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

. 

Condensed  Milk  (full  cream) 

Do.  (machine 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

skimmed)  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do.  (skimmed) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Do.  (sweetened)  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Cooking  fat 

1 

1 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

Chicken  and  ham  paste 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

Fish  paste 

1 

1 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

Gregory  powder 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Glycerine 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carried  forward 

184 

107 

77 

3 

11 

— 

— 

26 


Articles  Analysed. 

Total. 

No.  of 
Samples 
taken  for 
Analysis . 

No.  found 
to  be 

Adulterated. 

Percentage 
of  Samples 
Adulterated. 

In¬ 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

In¬ 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

In¬ 

formal 

For¬ 

mal. 

Brought  forward  . . . 

184 

107 

77 

3 

11 

% 

% 

Gregory  powder  (modified) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ham  and  tongue  paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jam  (strawberry) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do.  (plum) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Lard  compound 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Liquorice  powder 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 

33^ 

— 

Margarine 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Macleans  powder 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

Full  cream  milk  (unsweetened) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Olive  oil 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rice 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sauce  (fruit) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Sauce 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Sardines 

1 

1 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Sausage  (pork) — Grade  “  B  ” 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do.  do.  Grade  “C"... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do.  (beef)— Grade  "  C  ”  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sild  . 

5 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sultanas 

2 

2 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tapioca 

2 

2 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Turkey  and  tongue  paste 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vita  cup 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Veal  and  ham  paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

White  pepper  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Zinc  ointment  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

Zinc  and  castor  oil  cream 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

237 

160 

77 

4 

11 

2.5 

14.3 

The  chemical  analysis  of  the  above  samples  is  carried  out  by  the 
Public  Analyst  to  the  County  Borough  of  Tynemouth  Corporation, 
Mr.  H.  C.  L.  Bloxham,  F.I.C.,  at  his  premises  in  Dean  Street,  Newcastle 
upon  Tyne, 
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Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples. 

Table  1 1. 


No. 

Article. 

Defect. 

Action  taken. 

1 

New  milk 

4.2%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk. 

2 

Do. 

0.9%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Wholesaler. 

5 

Do. 

4.2% deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Wholesaler. 

9 

Do. 

4.0%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk. 

35 

Do. 

7.3%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Warning  sent  by 
Town  Clerk  to  Retailer,  who 
was  interviewed  by  the 
Health  Committee. 

76 

Do. 

1.0%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Follow-up  Sample  of  No.  35 
taken  in  course  of  delivery. 

78 

Do. 

2.0%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Retailer. 

87 

Artificial  Vinegar 

22.5%  deficient  in 
Acetic  Acid 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Retailer.  Advised 
to  obtain  Warranty  from 
Manufacturer. 

100 

Liquorice  Powder 

13.7%  deficient  in 
Sublimed  Sulphur 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Retailer. 

107 

New  Milk  ... 

19.3%  deficient  in 
Milk  Fat 

Retailer  attended  Health 
Committee. 

116 

Do. 

4.0%  deficient  in 
Milk  Fat 

Letter  of  Caution  to  Retailer. 
Retailer  refused  permission 
to  sell  loose  milk. 

118 

Do. 

16.3%  deficient  in 
Milk  Fat 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Retailer. 

123 

Do. 

2. 8%  deficient  in  Non - 
fatty  Solids  and 
5.3%  deficient  in 
Milk  Fat 

Letter  of  Caution  from  Town 
Clerk  to  Retailer. 

148 

Do. 

5.4%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letter  sent  to  Vendor  advising 
against  “  Plunging  ”  of  the 
milk. 

156 

Do. 

0.3%  deficient  in  Non¬ 
fatty  Solids 

Letters  of  Caution  sent  by 
Town  Clerk  to  Vendor  and 
Wholesalers. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (CONDENSED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923-1927. 

Five  samples  were  examined  under  these  Regulations. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (DRIED  MILK)  REGULATIONS,  1923-1927. 

There  were  no  samples  taken  during  the  year. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD)  REGULATIONS, 
1925-1927. 

12  Samples  were  examined  during  the  year  under  these  Regulations. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTIONS,  AND  SLAUGHTER¬ 
HOUSES. 

Under  Section  57  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  the  licences 
of  the  17  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  expired  on  the  31st 
January,  1940. 

A  detailed  inspection  was  made  of  these  premises,  and  the  findings 
reported  to  the  Health  Committee,  who,  themselves,  after  inspection 
of  the  premises  concerned,  resolved  that  4  slaughterhouses  be  licensed, 
and  that  provisional  licences  only  be  granted  in  respect  of  the  eleven 
others,  and  that  in  respect  of  two  of  the  premises,  the  licences  be  not 
granted. 

This  resulted  in  15  slaughterhouses,  used  by  22  butchers,  being 
allowed  to  continue. 

Under  the  Livestock  (Restrictions  on  Slaughtering)  Order,  1940, 
which  came  into  operation  on  the  15th  January,  1940,  all  slaughtering 
of  livestock  was  prohibited  in  private  slaughterhouses. 

As  a  result  of  this  Order,  only  occasional  slaughtering  for  home 
consumption,  under  a  licence  of  the  Local  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  is  allowed. 

The  following  animals  were  slaughtered  during  the  first  two  weeks 
of  the  year,  prior  to  the  restrictions  coming  into  force. 

Beasts  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Sheep  and  lambs  ...  ...  151 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


All  animals  slaughtered  were  inspected  and  the  following  were 
condemned  : — 


Weight. 

Disease. 

Beasts’  lungs 

3  lbs. 

Tuberculosis. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

Under  the  above  regulations  a  total  of  308  visits  were  made  to 
butchers’  shops,  etc.,  as  a  result  of  which  39  instances  of  unsound 
conditioned  meat  were  destroyed.  In  two  cases  the  meat  was  seized. 
In  one  case  legal  proceedings  were  instituted,  resulting  in  a  fine  of  £5, 
whilst  in  the  second  case,  the  Health  Committee  cautioned  the  offender. 
In  all  other  cases  the  food  was  voluntarily  surrendered  for  disposal 
through  appropriate  salvage  channels. 

SWINE  FEVER. 

Eleven  cases  of  suspected  swine  fever  were  reported  and  notified 
to  the  Ministry,  and  were  later  confirmed.  This  resulted  in  the  slaughter 
of  117  pigs.  Close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


29 


FISH. 

The  increased  amount  of  fish  condemned  was  practically  entirely 
due  to  war  conditions,  particularly  in  respect  of  Norwegian  fish.  Local 
catches  were  landed  and  dealt  with  the  same  day  at  the  Corporation 
Fish  Quay. 

TOTAL  AMOUNT  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD  CONDEMNED. 


Food. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef  ... 

1 

1 

24 

♦Pork  ... 

2 

9 

2 

H 

Bacon 

— 

2 

3 

20i 

Mutton 

— 

— 

- - 

H 

Poultry 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Fish  ... 

58 

18 

1 

m 

Shellfish 

— 

16 

3 

14 

Milk . 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Miscellaneous  groceries 

— 

2 

2 

Canned  meat 

— 

18 

2 

7 

Totals 

64 

12 

1 

21 

*  Pork. — 2  tons  8  cwts.  3  qrs.  13  lbs.  from  117  pig  carcases  affected 

with  swine  fever. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  measles  • 
(including  German  measles)  and  whooping  cough,  together  with  the 
number  of  notifications  during  the  year. 

Whooping  cough  : — 

Cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  184 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  4 

Measles  (including  German  measles)  : — 

Cases  notified  ...  ...  ...  ...  942 

Deaths  at  all  ages  ...  ...  ...  4 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

During  the  year  there  were  12  deaths  of  children  under  2  years  of 
age,  which  is  equal  to  a  mortality  rate  of  11.3  per  1,000  births. 

The  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the  Great  Towns 
were  4.6  and  5.6  respectively. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Nine  cases  were  notified  during  the  3^ear,  5  being  hospital  cases 
(1  non-resident). 

In  addition  to  cases  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum  detailed  above, 
20  cases  of  discharging  eyes  were  attended  by  the  Nursing  Association 
who  made  307  visits. 

PEMPHIGUS  NEONATORUM. 

Twelve  visits  were  paid  by  the  District  Nurse  to  one  confirmed 
case  of  pemphigus  neonatorum. 

The  case  was  attended  by  a  doctor  and  treated  in  hospital. 

FOOD  POISONING. 

There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  reported  during  the  year. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  DURING  THE  YEAR  1940. 

(Table  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  instructions.) 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  SCARLET  FEVER,  DIPHTHERIA  AND 
TYPHOID  FEVER. 

There  were  no  persons  tested  for  susceptibility  or  inoculated  for 
scarlet  fever,  diphtheria  or  typhoid  fever  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  DIAGNOSTIC  SERVICES. 

Laboratory  facilities  and  the  services  of  the  Medical  Officers  in 
the  Health  Department  are  available  for  the  diagnosis  of  doubtful 
or  unusual  cases  of  infectious  disease. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Department  dealt 
with  two  cases  in  this  connection. 

DISINFECTION  OF  PREMISES  AND  ARTICLES  OF  CLOTHING. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  rooms  disinfected  and 
the  number  of  articles  of  clothing  removed  and  disinfected  at  Moor 
Park  Hospital  Disinfecting  Station  during  1940  : — 


Disease. 

Rooms. 

Articles  of  Clothing. 

Diphtheria 

142 

1,997 

Scarlet  fever 

32 

257 

Tuberculosis 

62 

140 

Vermin 

17 

980 

Measles 

3 

182 

Other  diseases 

22 

1,454 

Total ... 

...  278 

5,010* 

*  Includes  2,235  for  Services  and  A.R.P. 

CANCER. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  from  Cancer. 


1900 

-04 

1905 

-09 

1910 

-14 

1915 

-19 

1920 

-24 

1925 

-29 

1930 

-34 

1935 

-39 

1940 

Deaths 

157 

185 

244 

287 

319 

315 

403 

474 

121 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  living  ... 

0.59 

0.67 

0.82 

1.00 

0.99 

0.95 

1.23 

1.42 

2.02 

Proportion  of 
deaths  per 
1,000  deaths 
from  all  causes 

31 

37 

51 

56 

72 

74 

99 

117 

144 

Deaths,  1940 — 121,  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 — 2.205. 


There  are  facilities  for  early  diagnosis  and  treatment  in  the  Borough 
at  the  Tynemouth  Victoria  Jubilee  Infirmary,  where  there  is  a  complete 
unit,  including  the  services  of  an  honorary  consultant  radiologist  and 
honorary  consultant  surgeon. 
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VACCINATION. 


The  following  table  gives  the  figures  relative  to  the  Vaccination  of 
Infants  in  the  Borough,  for  the  year  1939  under  the  Vaccination  Acts  : — 


Percentage 

Vacci- 

not 

Births. 

nated 

Insus- 

Died  un- 

Consci- 

Post- 

Re- 

Unac- 

vaccinated 

success- 

ceptible 

vacci- 

entious 

poned  by 

moved. 

count- 

including 

fully. 

nated. 

Objec- 

Medical 

ed  for. 

columns 

tors. 

Certifi- 

5,  6,  7  &  8. 

cate. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1,189 

172 

61 

862 

— 

35 

59 

80.4 

In  addition,  the  following  number  of  vaccinations  were  carried 
out  during  the  year  ended  30th  September,  1940. 


] 

1  Numbers 
j  Vaccir 

of  successfu 
lations  of  pe 

1  Primary 
arsons . 

Number  of  Successful 
Re-vaccinations,  i.e., 
Successful  vaccina¬ 

tions  of  persons  who 
had  been  successfully 
vaccinated  at  some 
previous  time. 

Under 
one  year 
of  Age. 

One  year 
and 

upwards. 

Total. 

By  the  Public  Vaccinators,  under 
the  Vaccination  Acts  ... 

103 

4 

107 

9 

By  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
under  the  Provision  of  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox)  Regula¬ 
tions,  1917 

, 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  from  Pulmonary  and  Non-pulmonary 
forms  of  Tuberculosis  during  1940. 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths  (Regis 

trar  General) . 

Age 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

... 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 

2 

1-5 

2 

1 

6 

3 

— 

4 

1 

5-10 

— 

3 

5 

2 

1 

o 

o 

10-15 

1 

3 

4 

2 

/  - 

1 

3 

15-20 

3 

6 

4 

- - 

) 

20-25 

25-35 

6 

12 

7 

3 

2 

1 

2 

\  '' 

21 

3 

2 

35-45 

10 

5 

1 

_ 

) 

45-55 

5 

_ 

_ 

\  10 

55-65 

4 

2 

- - 

1 

3 

1 

— 

65  and  over  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

43 

30 

22 

11 

26 

25 

11 

6 
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The  total  number  of  notifications  received  was  118,  relating  to 
106  (74  adults,  32  children)  new  cases  ;  12  of  the  total  number  were 
notified  more  than  once. 

(1)  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Deaths  51  ;  mortalit}^  rate  per  1,000 
is  equal  to  0.85. 

(2)  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis. — Deaths  16  ;  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  is  equal  to  0.26. 


REPORT  UPON  DISPENSARY  AND  INSTITUTIONAL  TREATMENT 
FOR  1940. 


Diagnosis. 

Pulmo 

nary. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Adu 

Its. 

Children. 

Adults. 

Children. 

Adults . 

Children. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

A.— 

(1)  Number  of  definite 
cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  Dispensary 
Register  at  the 
beginning  of  the 
quarter 

(2)  Transfers  from 
other  Authorities 
during  the  quarter. . . 

(3)  Lost  sight  of  cases 
returned  during  the 
quarter 

110 

67 

1 

37 

29 

1 

15 

9 

44 

28 

125 

76 

1 

81 

57 

1 

339 

2 

B.— 

Number  of  new  cases 
diagnosed  as  tubercu¬ 
lous  during  the 
quarter  : — 

(1)  Class  T.B.  Minus 

(2)  Class  T.B.  Plus  ... 

(3)  Non-Pulmonary 

15 

16 

8 

7 

2 

5 

}- 

2 

2 

3 

31 

17 

4 

8 

60 

C.— 

Number  of  cases  in¬ 
cluded  in  A  and  B 
written  off  the  Dis¬ 
pensary  Register 
during  the  quarter 
as  : — 

(1)  Recovered 

(2)  Dead  (all  causes) 

(3)  Removed  to  other 

Areas  ... 

(4)  For  other  reasons 

1 

13 

4 

2 

16 

6 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

14 

4 

3 

17 

6 

6 

1 

1 

2 

12 

32 

11 

D.— 

Number  of  definite 
cases  of  tuberculosis 
on  the  Dispensary 
Register  at  the  end  of 
the  quarter  31/12/40 

123 

59 

33 

33 

14 

9 

44 

31 

137 

68 

77 

64 

346 
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1.  Number  of  attendances  at  the  Dispensary  (including  contacts)  ...  1,228 

2.  Number  of  consultations  with  Medical  Practitioners  (personal)  ...  83 

3.  Number  of  visits  by  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors  to  homes  for  Dispen¬ 

sary  purposes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,629 

4.  Number  of  visits  by  Tuberculosis  Officers  to  homes  (including  personal 

consultations)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

6.  Number  of  (a)  Specimens  of  Sputum,  etc.,  examined  ...  ...  261 

{b)  X-Ray  Examinations  made  in  connection  with 

Dispensary  Work  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,625 

X-RAY  EXAMINATIONS. 

Radiography  of  contacts,  suspected  cases  and  all  notified  cases 
were  carried  out  during  the  year ;  subsequent  examinations  when 
necessary  were  made  as  part  of  the  routine  dispensary  supervision. 

1,372  Radiographs  and  563  screen  examinations  were  made  during 
the  year. 

ULTRA-VIOLET  LIGHT  THERAPY. 

The  total  number  of  patients  treated  at  the  Clinic  during  1940 
was  92,  made  up  of  17  adults  and  75  children,  the  result  of  the  treat¬ 
ment  given,  being  as  follows  : — 

Forty-two  were  discharged  healed  or  quiescent  ;  20  improved  ; 
7  remained  stationary  ;  and  23  ceased  to  attend. 

TYNEMOUTH  CARE  COMMITTEE. 

This  Committee  is  representative  of  the  majority  of  the  voluntary 
associations,  together  with  a  number  of  business  firms  in  the  Borough, 
and  has  now  become  from  an  administrative  point  of  view,  self- 
supporting,  the  Medical  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  acting 
in  an  advisory  capacity,  and  referring  cases  from  the  Dispensary  to  the 
Committee  for  their  attention. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Welch,  the  Hon.  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Tynemouth 
Care  Committee,  reports  that  during  the  past  year  the  number  of  cases 
assisted  was  13.  Of  this  number  11  were  granted  extra  nourishment, 
consisting  of  special  quantities  of  eggs  and  milk  to  approved  cases 
of  tuberculosis.  The  2  remaining  cases  were  supplied  with  surgical 
appliances,  boots,  clothing,  etc. 

The  income  of  this  Committee  consists  of  an  annual  grant  from 
the  Tynemouth  Corporation  and  from  donations  received  from  the 
Employees  of  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Gas  Co.  and  the  Employees 
of  Messrs.  Smith’s  Dock  Co.  (Hospital  Committee).  A  special  anonymous 
donation  was  received  per  Mr.  J.  Oliver. 

Grateful  thanks  are  expressed  to  these  donors. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  Centres  available  for  the  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are 
the  Joint  Committee’s  Clinic,  Newcastle,  and  the  Auxiliary  Centre 
at  Preston  Hospital,  Tynemouth,  and  at  the  Health  Department  for 
females  and  children. 
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The  number  of  persons  from  Tynemouth  treated  at  the  various 
clinics  in  the  district  is  given  below  : — 


Disease. 

Treatment  ( 

'entres. 

Newcastle. 

South 

Shields, 

Tynemouth. 

Other 

Centres. 

Syphilis 

8 

23 

Soft  Chancre 

— 

- - 

3 

— 

Gonorrhoea 

10 

1 

67 

— 

Conditions  other  than 
venereal 

11 

1 

38 

— 

Total  new  cases  from 
Tynemouth 

29 

2 

131 

— 

Attendances 

675 

36 

6,260 

■ — 

The  attendance  at  the  Preston  Hospital  Clinic,  and  the  Health 
Department  Clinic,  Tynemouth  (including  those  made  by  foreigners 
and  non-residents  not  included  in  the  above  table)  was  : — 


Preston  Hospital  Clinic,  Tynemouth. 

Residents. 

Non- 

Residents. 

Foreigners. 

Total. 

New  Cases 

131 

144 

47 

322* 

Attendances  (all  cases)  ... 

6,260 

2,029 

1,046 

9,335* 

*  Of  the  above  cases  463  attendances  were  made  by  98  Service  Patients. 


The  sources  from  which  specimens  were  sent  during  1940,  are 
indicated  in  the  following  table  : — 


Nature  of  Test. 

New¬ 

castle 

V.D. 

Clinic. 

Tyne¬ 

mouth 

V.D. 

Clinic. 

Other 

Centres. 

Private 

Practi¬ 

tioners. 

Tyne¬ 

mouth 

Infirm¬ 

ary, 

Blood  : — 

Wasserman  reaction 

82 

260 

43 

12 

9 

Kahn  Test 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gonococcal  fixation 

22 

1 

_ 

__ 

2 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fluid  : — 

Wasserman 

2 

3 

1 

— 

_ 

General  examination 

1 

_ 

— 

_ 

Miscroscopical  examination 

— 

16 

— 

2 

— 

Totals 

107 
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TABLE  II. 


Registrar -Generars  List  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods 
of  life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Tynemouth  during  1940. 

MALES. 


Short 

List 

No. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

to 

5 

5 

to 

16 

15 

to 

46 

46 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over. 

Total 

all 

Ages. 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
fevers 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

__ 

— 

3 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  cough 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

5 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

2 

__ 

13 

10 

1 

26 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  . . . 

— 

4 

3 

3 

1 

11 

8 

Syphilitic  disease 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

9 

Influenza 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

4 

10 

Measles  ... 

— 

4 

- - 

— 

_ 

- - 

4 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephalitis 

_ 

12 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

— . 

— 

— ■ 

13M. 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  and 
oesophagus 

3 

3 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 

1 

11 

i 

19 

16 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

— 

— 

— 

5 

17 

19 

41 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

- - 

— 

- - 

— 

5 

5 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

18 

27 

19 

Heart  disease  ... 

- - 

— 

1 

4 

26 

53 

84 

20 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system 

1 

1 

10 

12 

21 

Bronchitis 

4 

1 

2 

4 

15 

16 

42 

22 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

— 

1 

3 

7 

16 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

— 

— . 

1 

5 

2 

9 

24 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  or 
duodenum 

2 

2 

26 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

7 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

2 

2 

— 

3 

1 

4 

12 

28 

Nephritis 

— 

— • 

— 

1 

6 

7 

14 

31 

Premature  birth 

3 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

3 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 
injury  and  infantile  diseases 

5 

5 

33 

Suicide  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

5 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents ... 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

4 

2 

7 

35 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

— 

_ 

1 

14 

6 

2 

23 

36 

All  other  causes 

3 

4 

1 

9 

9 

16 

41 

Totals  all  causes 

31 

20 

14 

62 

131 

175 

433 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Legitimate  male  children  ...  29 

Illegitimate  male  children  ...  2 
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TABLE  III. 


Registrar-General’s  List  of  Causes  of  Death  at  different  periods 
of  life  in  the  County  Borough  fo  Tynemouth  during  1940. 

FEMALES. 


Short 

List 

No. 

! 

Causes  of  Death. 

i 

Under 

1 

Year. 

1 

to 

6 

5 

to 

15 

15 

to 

46 

1 

46 

to 

65 

66 

and 

over. 

Total 

all 

Ages. 

1 

1 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  , 
fevers 

2 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  ...  ...i 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Whooping  cough 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

5 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...* 

1 

1 

9 

— 

— 

— 

11 

6 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 
system 

1 

21 

3 

_ 

25 

7 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— 

5 

8 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

9 

Influenza 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

10 

Measles  ... 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

— 

11 

Acute  poliomyelitis  and 
polioencephahtis 

_ 

_ 

_ 

—•MW 

_ 

— M 

12 

Acute  infectious  encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

13F 

Cancer  of  uterus 

_ 

2 

5 

1 

8 

14 

Cancer  of  stomach  and 
duodenum 

4 

7 

11 

16 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

6 

6 

12 

16 

Cancer  of  aU  other  sites 

— 

1 

3 

10 

13 

27 

17 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

4 

18 

Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions... 

_ 

— 

- - 

1 

7 

25 

33 

19 

Heart  disease  ... 

— 

— 

1 

4 

21 

68 

94 

20 

Other  diseases  of  the  Circula¬ 
tory  system  ... 

_ 

1 

8 

9 

21 

Bronchitis 

5 

— 

— 

3 

4 

28 

40 

22 

Pneumonia 

4 

— 

1 

1 

3 

3 

12 

23 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

6 

24 

Ulceration  of  the  stomach  or 
duodenum 

2 

2 

25 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

26 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

27 

Other  digestive  diseases 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

6 

28 

Nephritis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

6 

6 

13 

29 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive 
sepsis  ... 

.. 

. 

2 

- 

_ 

2 

30 

Other  maternal  causes 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

4 

31 

Premature  birth 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

32 

Congenital  malformation,  birth 
injury  and  infantile  diseases 

14 

14 

33 

Suicide  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

34 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

36 

Other  violent  causes  ... 

— 

2 

1 

— 

2 

6 

36 

All  other  causes 

4 

2 

6 

9 

17 

37 

Totals  all  causes  ... 

40 

10 

19 

66 

88 

196 

407 

Deaths  under  one  year  of  age  : — 


Legitimate  female  children  ...  40 

Illegitimate  female  children  ...  0 
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